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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Note: The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All com- 
municator must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer. 

AMERICA'S FIRST GRADUATE NURSE WORKS FOR THE JOURNAL 

Dear Editor: I have given a subscription blank to Mrs. . She 

promised me she would subscribe for the Journal and she thought she could 
secure other subscribers. I am so lame that I cannot go about personally to 
urge nurses to subscribe, but I do all I can by the use of the telephone and pen. 
Hoping that many new subscribers may be found. 

Linda Richards. 

THE PROBLEM OF THE PRIVATE DUTY NURSE 
Dear Editor: The demand for special lines of nursing, such as the public 
health nursing, Red Cross work, etc., have led a good many of us to think that 
the private duty nurse is not measuring up to the ideal some of us have of the 
other fields of work. I, for one, spent four years at private duty nursing and feel 
that I learned as much or more during those four years as I have in the same time 
at any other work. As a public health nurse, I value the lessons in home life that 
I have learned then, above any other training for public health work. I think 
all public health nurses should spend a few years in private duty nursing, not in 
the homes of the well-to-do in the city, but in the ordinary country and small 
town home. The inside knowledge thus gained makes the nurse much better 
equipped to direct the home life of the families under her supervision, later. 
For nurses in other lines of work to say that the private duty nurses are not 
filling a need is like the rude habit some children have of trying to tell their 
parents how to behave. 

South Dakota M. W. 

LETTERS FROM NURSES IN SERVICE 
I. 

Dear Editor: We are at sea, on the good ship Haverford, somewhere in the 
Gulf Stream, 2000 men and officers, and nine nurses, of the American Army, 
coming home. The private duty nurses on board this vessel wish to thank you 
for your royal welcome that you have given us in our April Journal. We left 
Liverpool May 1st, and just before leaving, our Journals came to us. We packed 
them up and brought them on the boat to read. We have had several days of 
rough weather and were, consequently, quite seasick; now we are all over it 
and the sea is smooth. The ship glides along beautifully and our Journals have 
not only been read by the nurses, but also by several officers. In our vision we 
see you at the pier, also at the station; you and the loyal women behind you. It 
is good to be coming back where the sun shines and we will get warmed up once 
more. There isn't anyone on board this ship sorry they came, but now the war 
is over, we are all glad to come back. The boys and officers are brim full of 
happiness; the nearer they get to home, the more it comes out, and I wish I could 
picture it to you. Fine, strapping young fellows, several of whom have won the 
Croix de guerre and other distinctions, are playing shuffle-board and deck quoits. 
Some are singing and playing violins and other musical instruments. We have a 
band on board which plays on both decks. You'd laugh to see the boys dancing 
together, also the chaplains; there are two of them. We have a small news sheet 
printed every day which records the amusing sayings and doings of this small 
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